. o . DECEMBER 15, 2025

Dear church family,

| am excited for our Christmas Eve worship and hope to see many of you there! We will
have a 5pm Blue Christmas service for anyone who is experiencing difficult emotions during
this season. Whether that is grief, loneliness, or sadness, you are invited to bring your pain to
this quiet service and experience the presence of God. We will also have our 6pm traditional
candlelight service, which will include a reading of the Christmas story, Christmas hymns, Holy
Communion, and a candle lighting. | know it will be a special evening celebrating the birth of
Jesus.

This week is Charles Wesley's birthday. Charles was the youngest son of Samuel and
Susanna Wesley, born on December 18th, 1707. Along with his brother John, he became one
of the first bands of “Oxford Methodists” at Oxford College, developing a new movement of
faith that would become Methodism. Charles was a talented hymn writer, responsible for the
lyrics of no less than 6500 hymns. Several are well-known Christmas hymns, like “Hark! The
Herald Angels Sing” and “Come Thou Long Expected Jesus.”

He writes, “Come, thou long expected Jesus, born to set thy people free; from our
fears and sins release us, let us find our rest in thee... Born thy people to deliver, born a child
and yet a King, born to reign in us forever, now thy gracious kingdom bring.” In the season of
Advent, we wait for the long expected messiah to be born and we prepare our hearts to
worship him. Christmas is often very busy, full of events, family gatherings, shopping, and
even worship. This can make it difficult for us to simply rest in God’s presence and enjoy a
quiet Christmas. Yet, Charles Wesley reminds us that we are to find our rest in Jesus. In
Jesus, we find rest from fear, anxiety, perfectionism, materialism, busy schedules, and heavy
loads. | pray that this week we look forward to Christmas, not for the gifts, but for the birth of
Jesus who gives us true rest. Take a breath, put away your unrealistic expectations for the
holiday, put down the phone, and quiet your soul. If you are able, take a moment right now to
offer this prayer to God: Come, Jesus, into my busy life this holiday season. Quiet all the noise
and give me rest. Amen.

Blessings, Pastor Delaneq



Stewardship Reports 12/7/25 12/14/25
OUR ATTENDANCE
Sunday School 34 24
Morming Worship (In-Person) 67 48
Facebook Live — —
OUR GIVING
2025 Budget $273,480.00 $273,480.00
Monthly Need $22,791.00 $22,791.00
This Week $10,010.18 $ 3,200.00
Still Needed December $12,780.82 $9,580.82
Received YTD $204,993.52 $208,193.52
OFF BUDGET
Debt Reduction $ 210.00 $40.00
Wednesday Meal $ 126.00 $108.00
Parsonage Shrubs $500.00 N/A
Pastor’s Discretionary Fund $111.00 N/A
Kitchen Fund N/A $1,000.00

Please remember to mail in your offerings to our
church post office box:
P.0. Box 3261, Oxford, AL 36203
Thank you.

Sweetly Reaching Out

at Christmas

Update: Soup for the Soul is
extending God’s grace to Oxford’s first
responders serving our community on
Christmas Eve. We would like to honor
our hometown heroes with something sweet. We invite all to
participate by donating home-made cookies, candies, and other
sweet finger foods to those working on this night. Please prepare
enough for seven locations. On Wednesday, December 24,
please drop off your tasty “pre-packaged” goodies in the TMMC
starting at 4:30 PM through the end of the second Christmas Eve
service. The Soup for the Soul team will make deliveries to our
hometown heroes after that service.

As always, thank you for your continued love and support. Please
keep us all in your prayers.

NEW YEAR WORSHIP

On January T7th, after our first
Wednesday Night Dinner of the
year, we will kick off 2026 with a
special time of worship in the
TMMC. At 6:15 we will transition
into  worshiping through song,
Scripture, prayer, and reflection.
Everyone is invited! Bring a friend!

YOUTH PARENTS MEETING

Parents of our youth are invited to attend
a meeting on Sunday, January 11, 2026.
Youth are also invited to attend. We will
be discussing our Youth Confirmation
Classes. The meeting will be at 5:00 pm
in the TMMC.



PRAYER CONCERNS-SPECIAL REQUESTS
Contact: SuBette Crisp (256) 591-0416 | scrisp7180@aol.com

CONTINUING PRAYER REQUESTS

Rhonda Barnhill (req by Lonnette Hamby)
Joy Dodd (req. by Lonnette Hamby)
Jennifer Holley (reg. by Lonnette Hamby)
Lonnette Hamby (req. by Lorraine Busby)
David Reaves (req. by Lonnette Hamby)
Lana Reaves (Lonnette Hamby's sister)
Mallory Wilson (reg. by Lonnette Hamby)

NURSING HOME/ASSISTED LIVING
Sara Culberson & Ellen Rhodes

SERVING OUR COUNTRY

Alex Burt-Army (Lonnette Hamby’s great-grandson)
Mason Love (Iraqg; req. by Angie Prestridge)
Cayden Marsh (Afganistan; req. by Dewell Ireland)
Matthew Shier (Lonnette Hamby’s great-grandson)
Dakota Williams (req. by Margaret Canada)

PRAYER CHAIN

CURRENT PRAYER NEEDS
Savannah Cooper & Family (req. by Valrie Bain, Cheryl Cotton)
Family of Billy Bickerstaff (req. by June Reaves)
Family of Bobby Burns (req. by Cheryl Cotton)
Family of Gail Estes (req. by June Reaves)
Family of Paul Reynolds (req. by June Reaves)
Family of Vasser Sellers (req. by June Reaves)
Anita Hamm (req. by June Reaves) ,
Christie Gaither (req. by June Reaves) , al
Martha Gray (req. by June Reaves)
Eddie Hill (req. by Cheryl Cotton)
Sandra Holaway (req. by June Reaves)

Wednesday Meal is on break until January 7, 2026.

There will be no Wednesday Meal or Activities on
December 24, 31, or on January 1.

Laurie is taking vacation days the week of Christmas.

The office will be open only for Delaney’s office hours

that week on Monday, December 22, from 10:00-12:00
and on Tuesday, December 23, from 9:00-12:00.

HONORARIUM

General Fund

Given in honor of Ellen Rhodes for Christmas by her
daughter and son-in-law, DeEnna and Greg McAlear.

CHRISTMAS GREETINGS

Dear Friends,

May the season bring only happiness and joy to you and
your loved ones. | am so thankful for all the things you
are doing at Oxford Methodist Church! Miss you and
love you all! -Ellen Rhodes
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members/friends and be able to support them in their
gifts? Then this study is for you! Starting January 12th,
we will have a Spiritual Gifts Bible Study on Monday
nights at 6pm. This will be a 5-week study in which we
learn about gifts from both the Old and New
Testament, identify and understand our spiritual gifts,
and explore how God is calling us to use our spiritual
gifts in the church. We will use the inventory by
Christine Harmon, a United Methodist author and
conference lay leader. It is optional, but you are
welcome to purchase her book For The Common
Good: Discovering and Using Your Spiritual Gifts and
read it as a supplementary text. To register for the
class and receive the Spiritual Gifts inventory to take
prior to our first meeting, email Delaney
at pastordelaneyh@gmail.com.
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UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH

A big ‘THANK YOU' to all who helped make the Annual Cookie Walk such a success! We netted $4,858.00.
Susan Wall and her kitchen crew made 158 quarts of stew, and Paula Lindsey’s quilt brought in $795. The rest
came from donations and the sale of cookies, Sylvia's jelly, the dishcloths knitted by Lou Ann, Mike, and Gail
Dormon, Su Bette’s art and the Rada products. None of this would have been possible without everyone’s help.
Congratulations to Mike and Sallie Shipley on winning the quilt!

Our growing youth group will participate in Confirmation classes
during Sunday School from January through April. Confirmation
classes teach students about their faith through topics like the
Bible, salvation, sin/evil, the United Methodist Church history
and organization, sacraments, grace, the Social Rules, and
more. They will grow in their own personal faith, explore what
they believe, and learn about the UMC. Throughout this journey,
P~ students will prayerfully consider if they would like to publicly
profess their faith in Jesus and be baptized/join the congrega-
tion. At the end of the process, we will celebrate our students on
Confirmation Sunday on April 26th.




CALENDAR DEC. 21, 2025-JAN. 10, 2026

Sunday, December 21
Regular Sunday School Schedule
10:30 am Worship

5:00 pm Youth (Youth Room)

5:00 pm Young Adults

Tuesday, December 23

No Visitation
Wednesday, December 24 Christmas Eve
SPRC Holiday Church Office Closed

5:00 pm Blue Christmas Service

6:00 pm Christmas Eve Service
Thursday, December 25 Christmas Day
SPRC Holiday Church Office Closed
Saturday, December 27
10:00 am-4:00 pm Private Event (TMMC)

Sunday, December 28
Regular Sunday School Schedule
10:30 am Worship
5:00 pm Youth (Youth Room)
5:00 pm Young Adults
Monday, December 29
11:00 am-3:00 pm Private Event (TMMC)

Wednesday, December 31
SPRC Holiday-Church Office Closed
No Wednesday Meal, or Activities or Choir Practice
Thursday, January 1, 2026
SPRC Holiday-Church Office Closed
Sunday, January 4, 2026
Regular Sunday School Schedule
10:30 am Worship (Holy Communion)

5:00 pm Youth (Youth Room)

5:00 pm Young Adults
Monday, January 5 NEWSLETTER
Wednesday, January 7

5:30 pm Wednesday Meal-Soup, salad, sandwiches,

dessert

6:15 pm New Year Worship (TMMC)

7:00 pm Choir Practice
Thursday, January 8

10:00 am Crochet “All In Stitches” (Parlor)

11:00 am Pr. Delaney FB live devotional

6:00 pm UM Men (Parlor)

Lucy Mitchell Bible Study will be Monday,
January 12, at 1:00 pm in the Parlor.

Drop in any time between 5 and 7 pm
on Friday, December 19th to visit with
Pastor Delaney, Dylan, and Nora Mae.

Christmas Sve
WOcdnesday, December 24
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First United Methodist Church
216 Snow Street

P. O. Box 3261

Oxford, Alabama 36203
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COMING UP SOON WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

The Prayer Team will be on break until Feb. 11.

NOTE: End-of-year extra mile giving needs to
be received in the church office by Sunday
December 28. Thank you.

FROM THE PEWS
Thank you, Church Family for your prayers,
messages, and help during my hospital stay and
now recovery. |love you!

-June Land Reaves

Congratulations to our UWIF for a beautiful event
on Saturday, December 6. Special in every way!
-June Land Reaves

Sunday, December 21, 2025
10:30 am Morning Worship

Senior Pastor - Rev. Delaney Holloway
pastordelaneyh@gmail.com

CHURCH OFFICE - (256) 831-3221

PASTOR DELANEY'’S OFFICE HOURS

Mondays  10am-12pm
Tuesdays 9am-12pm
Wednesdays 9am-12pm
Thursdays  1pm-4pm

PASTOR DELANEY’S FACEBOOK LIVE DEVOTIONALS

11:00 am Thursdays

PHONE MINISTRY - RICK GRANGER - (256) 452-6019



